Exploring Human Trafficking and Modern-Day Slavery – Resources
Introduction
‘Human trafficking is an open wound on the body of contemporary society, a scourge upon the body of Christ. It is a crime against humanity. The very fact of our being here to combine our efforts means that we want our strategies and areas of expertise to be accompanied and reinforced by the mercy of the Gospel, by closeness to the men and women who are victims of this crime.’
Pope Francis, 10th April 2014
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In a message to Anglicans from across the Communion who gathered in Rome in November 2014, the Archbishop of Canterbury said tackling trafficking and modern slavery was ‘a huge and daunting challenge’ but one that churches must face.
Church leaders such as Pope Francis and the Archbishop of Canterbury have joined together to urge churches to do whatever they can to tackle issues of trafficking and human slavery. 
What exactly is Human Trafficking?
The United Nations’ Protocol to prevent, suppress and punish trafficking in persons (2000) defines trafficking as follows:
 (a) “Trafficking in persons” shall mean the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs;
(b) The consent of a victim of trafficking in persons to the intended exploitation set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article shall be irrelevant where any of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) have been used;
(c) The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a child for the purpose of exploitation shall be considered “trafficking in persons” even if this does not involve any of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article;
(d) “Child” shall mean any person under eighteen years of age.
 http://www.osce.org/odihr/19223        

Basically, this means that around us in our own society, men, women and children are being deceived by others, often believing that they are being offered a better life. When they fall prey to traffickers they are often forced to use their bodies for sex, pornography, labour, begging, forced marriage, or organ donation against their will. They may also be frightened into handing over money or personal documents and unable or too afraid to ask for help. They may not trust, or know how to access, health or police services. Some may have been economic migrants or illegal immigrants in the first place, believing that their captors will help them travel to another country or get them jobs. News stories in 2015 about the numbers of migrants drowning in the Mediterranean have highlighted the desperate plight of trafficked people and how often they are at risk of death. 
What are these resources about?
We invite you to use these different resources to learn about and think about the crimes of human trafficking and modern day slavery. While these resources contain plenty of information about trafficking to help you find out more about it, they also invite you to think about what our own roles and responsibilities are in a world in which human trafficking is big business. 
These resources introduce you to a number of people’s stories, not those who have been trafficked, but people who have encountered situations where people may have been trafficked. Their stories will help us all understand what we need to look out for and what we might do to be more vigilant in the places where we live, travel, and meet others. 
You can use these resources as individuals or as part of a group. You might like to use a notebook to jot down ideas or a flipchart if you are in a group. 
These resources are divided into four sections:
Yellow resources: introduce you to people’s stories and indicators for trafficking. Each section comes with questions for reflection or discussion.
Green resources: pictures to look at and reflect on; websites to explore to find out more about trafficking.
Blue resources: bible study, prayers, reflections which can use as part of your exploration or as an event in church.
Pink resources: examining what we can do individually and together to be more vigilant, more observant and to be part of the movement for change.
You can choose which resources to work with and mix and match among them as you like. This grid will help you choose:
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PRAYER AND
REFLECTION
	
Engaging with the Bible 



	 
Prayers
	
Reflections
	
Safe spaces

	
 DOING SOMETHING
	
Acknowledging Complicity




	
Being Vigilant
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[bookmark: _GoBack]These resources accompany a paper from the Mission Theology Advisory Group (MTAG) on mission, theology and human trafficking which has been widely shared and disseminated through the Christian denominations of the UK, through the Anglican Communion and through the Vatican. You can find this paper at https://www.churchofengland.org/media/1982544/human%20trafficking%20and%20modern-day%20slavery.pdf  In this paper there are more stories about human trafficking and modern day slavery and an in-depth enquiry about why Christians should care about these issues. You can also find out more about what the Church of England in particular is doing to engage with issues around human trafficking through Dr Charles Reed at https://www.churchofengland.org/our-views/international-affairs/human-trafficking.aspx 
You can find out more about MTAG and what we do at https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/mission/mission-theology.aspx 
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