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I. OPENING

Prelude: 
The beating of Dalit Drums or some appropriate music during


which:


The worship leaders may enter


Candles may be lit


Lights may be turned on

Welcome and Call to Worship

Leader 
Jesus said, “For where two or three are gathered in my name,


I am there among them”.


Let us acknowledge the presence of the triune God


Creator, Reconciler and Gift-giver,


in our midst.
Invocation

All 
There is neither Jew nor Greek,


There is neither slave nor free person,


There is neither man nor woman,


For you are all one in Christ Jesus.


[based on Galatians 3: 28]
A reader invites the people to call upon God in the words of Rabindranath Tagore:

Reader 
Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high


Where knowledge is free


Where the world has not been broken up into fragments


By narrow domestic walls


Where words come out from the depth of truth


Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection


Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way


Into the dreary desert sand of dead habit


Where the mind is led forward by thee


Into ever-widening thought and action

All 
Into that heaven of freedom, let my country awake.
Bhajan

One of these or another prayer chant, sitting or kneeling.

(See separate sheet for music)

In this place, you are Lord.

In this time, you are Lord.

Our God, our Saviour and our King.
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Higher than our thoughts,
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Purer than our hearts,

Stronger than our wills,

Great Beyond in the midst of our lives.

or
Jesus, Saviour, Lord, lo, to thee I fly;

Saranam, Saranam, Saranam;

thou the Rock, my refuge that’s higher than I:

Saranam, Saranam, Saranam.

In the midst of foes I cry to thee,

from the ends of earth wherever I may be;

my strength in helplessness, O answer me:

Saranam, Saranam, Saranam.

[Trad. Pakistani; trans. by D. T. Niles, 1963 (Ps. 61: Heb. 13:8)]
II. PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING

The leader may invite people gathered to hold hands to form a human chain of unity and solidarity as they say these prayers.
Leader(s)
We praise you O God, our creator


for the blessing of our many cultures, ethnicities and languages.

We thank you for the times that our many church traditions


have kept our communities strong and active.

Teach us to celebrate our different identities,


strengthen our bonds of fellowship and lead us into greater unity.
All
How wonderful it is for God’s people to live together in harmony!
Leader(s)
We praise you Jesus Christ for reconciling us with God,

challenging us to respect the dignity and value of all human beings.


We thank you for the message of hope


that in you we can overcome all that is evil in our world.

Teach us to stand in solidarity with those whose dignity is crushed


by social, political and economic structures. 
All
How wonderful it is for God’s people to live together in harmony!
Leader(s)
We praise you Holy Spirit for the gift of interdependence

that is our heritage as part of the Body of Christ.

Teach us to treasure the unity that we enjoy
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as we beseech your continuing presence with us.
Inspire us on our journey with all those peoples and movements that engage in the struggles for life.
All 
How wonderful it is for God’s people to live together in harmony!
A suitable hymn of thanksgiving may be sung

III. CONFESSION OF SIN & ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader 
We know that in Christ we are already one,


but our human weakness does not witness to this reality.

Let us now confess our sins of disunity and seek the Lord’s healing.
All 
In humility we come to your feet, dear God


as we remember our sinfulness


and the disunity for which we have been responsible.


We confess that we preserve the inherited human barriers


of caste, class, power and all things that keep us apart.


We ask for your forgiveness


that we have often used our history


and our past as churches


to discriminate against one another


and hurt the unity to which Christ has called us.


Forgive us our divisions and help us to continue to strive 

for unity,


in the precious name of Jesus your Son.


Amen
Silence

Supplication

Leader(s) 
Come now Jesus into our midst,


heal us and our disunity.


Lead us into the paths of righteousness so that all can find life.

Come now Jesus into our midst,


teach us how to listen


to the cries of those who are pushed to the margins.

Come now Jesus into our midst,


inspire us to work for liberation


and to unite your fragmented world.
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All 
Amen
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Assurance of pardon

Leader 
If we confess our sins,


God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins


and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.


[1 John 1: 9]

The leader invites the assembly to share this assurance of pardon by moving towards each other and sharing the peace. This may be accompanied by instrumental music.

IV. LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Reading: Micah 6: 6-8
A testimony of faith
When they came for Sarah Digal, she wasn’t there. She had fled, five children and mother-in-law in tow, to the safety of the jungles a kilometre away. So, they set ablaze all that she had left behind, a framed picture of Jesus, a Bible in Oriya, utensils in the kitchen, some clothes, mats and linen. By the time Sarah tiptoed back, when she saw it was safe, her home was gone. What was left was burning embers, ashes and smoke.

The neighbours came to commiserate with her. Sarah took a good look, stood erect, and pulled her sari firmly over her head. She began to pray. “Lord, forgive us our sins. Jesus, you are the only one. Save us from our misfortune. Free us, Lord.” The words were tumbling out. Sarah’s children slowly joined her. She was weeping as she pleaded with God for deliverance. Her neighbours and others around her joined her. It is a

simple bond of human compassion and a strong reminder to her that nothing can sever a woman from her God. “I will die. But I will not stop being a Christian,” Sarah said through her tears.

Additional local testimonies reflecting justice, love, mercy and humility may be made.

Leader 
Let us in silence meditate on these testimonies of faith and courage.


As we commend the faith of our sister Sarah and others,


let us do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with our God.
Silence

Psalm: Psalm 86: 11-16

Teach me your way, O Lord,


that I may walk in your truth;


give me an undivided heart to revere your name.



You alone are God.

I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,


and I will glorify your name for ever.
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For great is your steadfast love towards me;
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you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.



You alone are God.

O God, the insolent rise up against me;


a band of ruffians seeks my life,


and they do not set you before them.



You alone are God.

But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,


slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
Turn to me and be gracious to me;


give your strength to your servant;


save the child of your serving-maid.



You alone are God.

Second Reading: Galatians 3: 26-28

A Gospel Acclamation may be sung

Gospel: Luke 24: 13-35

This or another appropriate hymn or song can be sung.

Solo singing may be considered.

Suggested tune: Aberystwyth
Walk up on the wounded side

where the injured and the lame

find their sorrows like a tide;

no one cares to know their name.


Dare to tell me then your tale


of your burdens and your woe:


face to face with hurt this real,


minor stresses might just go.
Do not fear the wounded side,

where pretension cannot be;

broken souls are open wide,

and you have a chance to see:


difference you presumed is fake,


you share all the needs you find


and to give rather than take


is love of the healing kind.
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Sermon/Homily

A suitable hymn may be sung

V. PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In the prayers the following sung or spoken responses may be used:

Through our lives and by our prayers, your kingdom come. 
(See separate sheet for music)
or

O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord hear our prayer, when we call, 
answer us.

O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord hear our prayer, come and listen to us.
or

We live by the Spirit, help us to walk by the Spirit.
As we walk together, send your Spirit to strengthen our resolve and deepen our conversations to realise Jesus’ prayer in us.

Response

As we walk with the wounded body of Christ, hasten the day when we can realise the fullness of fellowship at his table and inflame in our hearts the desire to overcome all that divides us.

Response

As we walk towards freedom, raise the unity of the Churches to be a sign of hope in situations of discrimination and injustice.

Response

As we walk as part of God’s creation, help us to tread carefully and respect the earth that we may be attentive to the suffering of the landless.

Response

As we walk as friends of Jesus, enlarge and deepen our fellowship and friendship with each other and with those who are marginalised.

Response

As we walk beyond barriers, grant us courage to overcome cultural prejudices that hinder us from recognising the presence of God in each other.

Response

As we walk in solidarity with women like Sarah and other victims of discrimination, encircle us all with your love and enable us to do justice.

Response

As we walk in celebration, help us to see the wonderful diversity in human life, born of the struggles for dignity and survival amid oppression, and see your abiding faithfulness.

Response

In Christ’s name we raise all these prayers, O God.

Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen

VI. BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

The Blessing may be given by more than one person from the door of the church.

The congregation turn and face the door.

Triune God, who nurtures us, remind us of the purpose you have for us and for our churches.

Amen
Triune God, who walks with us, lead us on the path to unity.

Amen.
Triune God, who inspires us, sustain us as we stand together.

Amen.
Other blessings may be added according to local custom

Go and do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with your God.

In the name of Christ. Amen

A closing hymn is sung.

As a sign of unity in Christ it is suggested that food is shared.
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